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Culture, Tourism and Sport conference programme  

Summary 
 

This paper presents feedback from the recent annual residential conference in 
Gateshead and also updates members on the current planned culture, tourism and 
sport conferences across 2010-11. 

 
 
  
 

 
Recommendations 

 
Members are asked to note the report. 

 
 

Action 
 

None arising from this report. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
Contact Officer:  Steve Skelton 
Phone No: 020 7664 3074 
Email: steven.skelton@lga.gov.uk   
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Culture, Tourism and Sport conference programme 

 
Annual Conference, Gateshead 2010 
 

1. The 2010 annual Culture, Tourism and Sport conference in Gateshead was 
attended by 151 delegates.  Overall numbers were down from a previous record 
high of 257 in 2009.  This is likely to be largely due the increasingly limited 
budgets available to local authorities.  This is borne out by delegates’ 
indications of what influenced their decision to attend the conference: 80% of 
respondents mentioned cost, 70% mentioned content, 60% location and 40% 
the date of the conference.   

 
2. We had a response rate to our delegate satisfaction survey of 33%.  60% of 

delegates were “totally” or “fairly” satisfied, 30% indicated that they were 
dissatisfied and 10% were neither satisfied not dissatisfied.  Some of the 
negative feedback received related to the timing of sessions, the nature of the 
event being “too political”, and a desire for more practical case studies.  This 
feedback perhaps reflects the fact that 70% of the delegates were officers.  The 
study tours and speakers Patrick McGuinness and Chris Holmes were rated 
most highly.   

 
Annual Conference 2011 
 
3. We have looked at a number of potential venues for next year and Rebecca 

Rossini, LGA Group Events Manager, will present the outcome of that 
assessment of the meeting. 

 
One day conference programme 
 
4. In addition to the residential conference, the LGA are planning the following 

one-day Culture, Tourism and Sport conferences:  
 

• 19 July 2010 – What’s New in Heritage: developments and challenges 
for the local historic environment (joint with English Heritage).  The 
programme for this conference is attached at Annex A; 

• 20 October 2010 – LGA Group licensing conference; 
• Nov-Dec 2011 – Libraries conference (tbc) 
• January 2011 – Olympics conference; 
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Financial Implications 

 
5. The financial implications of the conferences described in this paper are in line 

with existing LGA financial plans for conference and events.  
 

Implications for Wales 

 

6. None specific to Welsh authorities. 
 
 
Contact Officer:  Steve Skelton 
Phone No: 020 7664 3074 
Email: steven.skelton@lga.gov.uk   
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Annex A 
 
 


